In your opinion, was the project description, purpose, and need for the project. -
adequately explained? If not, what additional information is needed?

Please tell us how to reach you.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: /,”/’}A//L/é Z”éﬁ/ whY
Representing (Optional):
Mailing Address: 20, o 2.3

city: SLEN S0 state: LU Zip cd%;ﬁ(/é :
Daytime Phone (Optional): 57j 7 7§89 — 5S¢ 1z

Public participation for the Federal, Minnesota, and Wisconsin permitting processes will be ongoing for
the Hampton- Rochester- La Crosse 345 kV Transmission Project. If you sign up for the mailing list, you
will be notified when opportunities to participate are being plahned.

Please plan to continue your involvement in the process and provide your comments. We appreciate your
input.
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If you.own property in:one of the proposed corridors, please indicate all the existing uses

of your property below: . s 5 . / 06/{.ﬁ @6&//1/
% Agriculture Residential Ji Conservation Easement

Commercial Other:

Please describe any special uses or circumstances on your property that should be
considered when assessing the Project. Please indicate the location of your property.

Ope 0F  The (0ER)POCEE (foroca 3ot siie P
508 pve (4yrss) Cvee Pugwr grER
VUL fhusE -

In your opinion, what are the most sensitive resources (biological, cultural, recreational,
ect.} in the Project area and why?
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We need your input. Please take a few minutes to provide your comments or questions for the
USDA RUS Federal Environmental Impact Statement process and return your completed form
today or mail by June 29, 2009. Your comments help in the planning and implementation of
the project. Thank you. ’ '

Completing this form will automatically add you to our mailing list. If you prefer to not be on the
mailing list, please check the box below.

1 do not wish to be on the project mailing list

Which meeting did you attend? CA~Wew Fgecs & LeCrescns

Please check the following issues that are important to you for transmission line siting.
Project Purpose and Need

Visual / Aesthetic resources

. Proximity to residences

Ha

Land use (agriculture, residential, recreation)
Water resources (floodplains, river crossings)
Biological resources (wildlife habitat, raptors)
Historic and eultural sites

Radio or television interference

Noise

=4 Health and safety

What additional key issues should be addressed when assessing the potential impacts of
this project? '

&
mpton Rochester La Crosse 3465 kV Transmission Project
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1-275-001 |

I-275-002

I-275-003

I1-275-004

I-275-005

Mark Lenway
v P.O.Box 23
Kenyon, MN 55946

July 3, 2009 -
To Whom It May Concemn: “S7EF£H#+//& 4 SrRENETT

It is my wish that those who have the power to do so, act on my request to
oppose the proposed plan to bring CapX 2020 transmission lines through Holden
Township and throughout the state. | believe that there is no need this for
project.

* Need should be based on what OUR state needs; not what is needed in
LaCrosse or points east of.

» Coal is considered to be an environmentally unsatisfactory energy source
because of gaseous (ie: CO» SO, NOx and volatile metals) and solid
waste products (ie: fly ash, bottom ash, FGD sludge).

* Combined with the +20% compounded loss that occurs when transporting
over lines that stretch hundreds of miles it makes this proposed project
unsavory at best.

On a local level, Holden Township has maintained a rural, agriculturally based
economy because the residents have worked hard to insure that it is kept that
way. The township has adopted resolutions that specifically address the
preservation of its farmland. The community is active in preserving the heritage
of the area agriculturally, environmentally, historically, socially, and as much so
on the basis of esthetics.
* Agriculturally, there are many residents in our area who have struggled to
maintain small farms that have been in the family for more than 150 years.
They do so because they value this way of life. If the proposed
transmission line goes through Holden Township, these small farms lose a
greater percentage of their small fields to the inefficiencies of scale.
Historically it has been an uphill battle for Minnesota’s small farmers and
the proposed transmission lines through Holden Township will only
perpetuate the decreasing viability of our areas’ small farms.
* Swaths 150" wide running hundreds of miles across the state along the
path of these lines will be bulldozed and maintained cut free of trees as a
ROW for transmission lines thus removing woodland habitat from our
state’s precious natural resources. By running these transmission lines
down 56 through Holden Township rather than along the already
established Highway 52 corridor, yet more woodland is destroyed and
destroyed in a part of the state where woodland habitat is at a premium for
our lacal hunters.
* Historically, we live in a part of the state that acts as a living museum for
the small farming community much in the same way as re-enactments of
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Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS
website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. Comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its
publication.

[-275-002
Your comment has been noted. Alternatives to the project will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-275-003

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to social and economic
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

[-275-004
Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to vegetation will be
addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

[-275-005

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to recreational
resources will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.
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I-275-006

I-275-007

other historical events depict history. We live with such landmarks as the
stagecoach stop (which is currently being renovated), the local country
schoolhouse, century old churches with strong, active memberships, and
small rural towns where business can be conducted with a handshake
over a cup of coffee at the local coffee shop. This kind of historical
“landmark” may not be obvious as a tangible part of the argument against
transmission lines but can be easily vandalized by the sight of 150’ towers
and lines slicing their way through the countryside. There are those who
may be forced to significantly alter or abandon a way of life that acts as
this living history for all of us.

Socially, our community acts and reacts to unsavory pressures that
destroy or encumber our hard earned assets under the guise of “eminent
domain”. Public utilities are unique in that they are exempt from many of
the eminent domain laws (chapter 117) restricting the taking of lands from
one to give to another. In our view, this does not make the PUC
answerable to the public for whom they serve.

Esthetically we live among rolling wooded hills, oak savannahs, beautiful
creek valleys, small farm fields, and pasture ground. We have chosen a
quality of life that is reflected in these quiet esthetics. Just as others value
a different life that reflects their particular needs, we have chosen the
simplicity and fierce independence that we feel comes with and is unique
to our area. It is not right that lifestyle choices of others should be granted
preference over.ours. We have listened to the representatives from CapX
and have concluded that since they have not been willing to discuss the
issue of need for points beyond Rochester and LaCrescent, we can only
conclude that the need is NOT within our own state but with points east of
us. Do we really want our state raped by a project that does nothing to
enhance our own quality of life?

Sincerely,
Mark Lenway

1-275 Lenway, Mark
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Your comment has been noted. Impacts to historic and archeological
resources affected by the transmission line will be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

[-275-007

Your comment has been noted. The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need. The
justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the
Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:
http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.
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